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Reds Attack
Govt. Forces
[n Viet Nam

Gaigon, South Viet Nam (I
__Running battles heigﬂ:'eeu|
gm'emment Ifm ces and (_!‘.Jf]:

¢ guerillas flared over
of the southern third of
iet Nam Thursday.

Casuallies mounted on both
gides as Viet Cong guen!];w_ hf—:—i
gan ciriking hard, sometimes lni
units of 1,000 men, and the gov-
erpment struck baqk cven imwl.f-li
in what was shaping up zm_thui
bigzest military  slruggle since |
guth Viet Nam became lnd{"-l
pendent in 1954, .

Informed  sources ("hEIII?FI‘LC‘dI
1000 men have been  killed.
wounded or captured on the two
sides in the last 12 {lii."l-'-‘.f. .'

No American casualtics  were
reported in  that period, though
US. Army helicopters were ac-
tive all over the jungle map for-
rying governmenl iroopers  and
supplics.

One helicopter was forced down
by engine trouble Thursday in a
puerilla-infested region while fly-|
ing supplies to a [orce of aboul
1500 Vietnamese operaling on a
finger of land in the Meckong Riy-
er delta.

Troops drew a securily zone
around the craft. The military
command in Saigon hoped 1o gel
a spare engine to the helicopter

munis
much .
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by Friday.

The 1,500 troops, sent into the
delta by landing craft and on fool
to hunt down a band of guerillas
which wiped out a company ol
government soldicers in an ambush
Tuesday, lost contact with the
elusive Red fighters. !

The guerillas, moving among
the many islands and lingers of |
land, apparently had slipped into
d mangrove swamp along the
South China Sea. Observation
Planes watched for signs of en-|
emy movement in the swamp and
along river branches,

_Observation planes were keep-
ing cjuse wateh over Phouce Thanh
Prqwrleﬂce, ol miles northeast of
Salgun. Where an air strike was
l‘ﬁ_‘pulrled to have killed 60 Com-'
munists Sunday, I

Us, h._elicupters lifted most of

¢ survivors—including 50 wom- |
0, 47 children, along with dogs, |
:!hhlt'kl.‘ns. ducks and a pig—f I'[?]'I;!
mt; l:?;i;atge of Bo Tue, 100 miles

st of Saigon near the Cam-

lan border. A force of about
éﬂm \hel}':nng razed the vyillage
.“:d?j!" night by bDIhhﬂl'[IITIUIll.I
i&vge?}f:ri ;;::lldd'm'u and were|

: ay by a bat-
Halion of paralroopers. |
: if‘“;ﬂ};larn* D. Felt, US. Pa.|
Pl imander, [lew to the

1 IPPines after » two-day visit
slngléﬂlit‘:l sn{fwx:nr_r-p I||]r_*l‘l': the
%o on :.‘eai}lstl V 1{:! h.um niay

i : WE “we're going

S:m this gne S
-*i‘-'ﬂu:iidv;fé 1:3.:;‘: 15 on _l}Jr_+ {il'l'cllv!_
18 brogrese ald he thinks there|
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