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fhe Calendar . ..
Advance It?

What would happen if the fall term ended before
Christmas? For one thing, the term would have o
start immediately after Labor Day. For another,
the spring term would probably end two or ithree
weeks earlier than it does now, What differences
would such action make? ‘And what makes the pos-

sibilities worth considering?

Consideration is worthwhile hecause the idea for
just such a calendar change has already been heard
from within the University Administration. The idea
is one of the many changes, both great and small,
which are considered almost daily by the Adminis-
tration. It may never get any further than the con-
versation stage, but its appearance does provide
some opportunity for comment on the whole issue

of academic calendar.
+ v *

Officially, the spring term of 1962 started Mon-
day, but for those involved in rushing, this is a myth.
Among undergraduates, two-thirds of the men and
half the women are involved in the annual replenish-
ment rites, and few of them will be able to do much
studving until next week. Even next week will be a
licht week for studying, because of informal rush-
ing and even more informal recuperation. The rush-
ing intrusion, coupled with the ricors of final ex-
aminations, leaves in many students little enthusiasm
for the second term.

If the mid-term break were to coincide with Christ-
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mas recess, a substantial vacation would separate
first term exams and the beginning of the second
term. And the vacation might be secheduled to elimi-
nate the present week-long confliet between rushing
and second-term classes, provided rushing were
telescoped inlo a seven-day period devoted to noth-
ing but rushing,

This could be scheduled immediately after the
new vear began, and those not involved in rushinge
could simply continue their vacation. There are pres-
ently 15 rushing dates, plus contact periods, on the
men's calendar. The women have 10 dates in addi-
tion to the open houses. It seems sure that the houses
could complete their selection processes as well in a
totally free week as thev could in four free davs and
five or six days in conflict with classes. ‘

- * *
But would they? Shortening of the vaeation hy
a full week might prove too high a price to pa;*
for rushing in the reckoning of many freshmen,
And fraternity men themselves could well prove
less than enthusiastie at trading a full week of
nominally free time for a tryving week of rushing.
* ® * ¢

While rushing immediately after New Year's Day
would eliminate actual conflict with

€ classes, the
after-effects of classes would still

be evident in
both fraternity ‘sorority members and pledges as
they began classes perhaps 24 hours after pledging.

some advantages of advancing the academie ;r-:-zh'
would be felt by seekers of summer Jjobs, who 1.'.-‘:01111:1
be available for work about two weeks before stu-
dents at other institutions. However, students who
return to campus for orientation would find them-
selves forced to leave summer jobs in

1 Angust,
Calendar change of the =ort outline

d has several
advantages, but most of them have concomitant dis-
advantages. And some unwanted shortening of the
z1¢:1[[:11 terms would be almost inevitable, un.lc'ra:a {-:-;;
aminations could be eompleted within very few davs
Further, there are studenis who use the f.'h?‘iH‘L'n;:u-':
Recess as a apportunity to concentr;

) . : ate on long read-
Ing lists or major papers. But the idea af o lawo
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vacation without CI‘IIHhIr];{ post-vacation I'{_*j-.'lg.:”]u”)“i
ties is most inviting, |
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