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The Middle East . . .
Bleak Prospects

Although the United Siaies is not exactly dis-

traught at seeing Gamal Abdel Nasser, president of

the United Arab Republic (sic!) get his lumps, the
Middle East is likely to present to our policy-makers
some headaches during the next few months—just
the time when we thought we had enough to keep us
busy,

But, perhaps it would be useful to see first what
onght not to he a headache before examining the
real potential! problems,

Although reports say that we are moving only
very cautionsly towards recognizing the new Syrian
recime under Mahmoun al Kuzbari, a reputed con-
servative, recognition is not likely to he a genuine
problem for us if the regime seems to have solid
conlrol of the country.

We are supposedly waiting to see whether the
recime is “democratic”. In the past however, this
does not seem to have been a major consideration.
We rvecopnized the military junta after the South
Korean coup this past spring with seemingly little
trepidation,

But this is where the problems begin. Nasser
mieht, in the near future, feel he has to draw atten-
tion away from his loss of Syria by directing the pas-
sions of his followers towards the hated Israel. In
the event of 1 new attempted Egyptian invasion in
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lsrael, the ereat powers' negotiations for a peaceful
seftlement in Berlin might receive a dangerous jolt.
For the Middle East would again become a hot bat-
tletficid in the cold war,

* * *

The ehances are that the new regime in Syria will
lean to the right., And if it does, it will have no
trouble receiving not only our recognition, but also
our upport. Therein lies the other problem, not at
all a new one, which will face us with respect to
our <trencth in the Middle-East,

We may, again, be supporting and identifying our-
selves with a statie regime, one which tends to favor
the conservative landowners, one which resists dras-
tically needed social reforms,

As 1t i3, we are identified in the minds of the
Arabs, with regzimes which are bound to go in time:
King Saud’s in Saudi Arabia, Kine Hussein's in Jor-
don, Sheik Abdullah al-Salin al-Sabah’s in Kuwait
—that oil derrick-covered sand bank, which we sup-
ported, with Britain, this summer against Iraq.

+ & *

What makes the Middle East more volatile, and
still more confusing, iz that while Hussein migcht
team up with Syria’s new leader to resist Nasser,
they alzo could possibly team up for joint military
operations against Israel, Observers have pointed
out that Syria, like Egypt, has not been noted for
her love of the Israelis and the new regime micht
feel il necessary to rally public opinion behind it by
taking military moves against Israel,

i * C]

Viewina then, our objectives in the Middle East
—<tability, which means acceptance of Israel by the
Arab stutes, social reforms for the poverty-stricken
Aralh masses, protection of our (old) ' interests in
couniries like Kuwait, and keeping Nasser oul of the
clutches of the Kremlin — we find that these aims
are unalterably antithetical each other, and that
the long ranee prospects look bleak,
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