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Reverend King Speaks on Negro’s Problems
Cites Progress in other Rae Reaions

|

By ROBERT 5, GARKINER

| Il 1y human digmily wliseh we
ar¢ strugeling for wm the South;
and we still haie a long, long
wav fo go.”t stole Rev  Marhin
Luther Kine. Jr. in & lecture Fris
‘day mghl on the Negro wm the
South,
i Speaking hefure an audwence of
2600, King cried the elmnnalivn of
the poll iax, and increase n Negro
voler registration and higher wages
as part of the progress atlawned in
ifpe strpgele for equality o the
South, But at the same Lme e
solemly added that the Negro in
{he Suuth still bas 1o cope with
many more barriers thrown up
by what King calls & small group
of ardent scgregationisls.

King clied the increase in ac-
tivily of the Ku Klux Klan and
the White Citirens' Council as exs
amples of harriers against further
'11mm‘{-ss in race rclatioms  The
low economie status of the Negro
was alsn added as another one of e A
Ithe Negro s prublems 1n achicving " - S
{a hotter stalus. : SO e “ i T ‘ii -

ree ways to acee
np';l;lr!:-‘::m?:c tht:: stiid? 50U capnf REY. MARTIN LUTHER KING addresses an overflow oudience
racquiese to it, violently hghl it or| at Bailey Hal! Friday evening. King spoke about the problems
pse  non-violemee  Kimg  stressed of the Southern Negro now and in the future.

that the underiying plulosophy of - — — " - .
the whole sit-in movemeni was hanis of segregation in the South'need a  “lukewarm® liberalism

“understanding love and goodwill" especially i Federal housing. we nced a genuine, true, ethical
and that the strugele i (he Sumh! There is no longer a sold south jliberalism  towards lhe Negro's
he declared: it is divided among,SiTuBEle in the South.

o
®
y
%

|wm for “moral cnds through moral |

means.'” the scgregatiomsts, integrationistg' In concluding, King appealed f""r
He oited Mahatma Gandin's ideajand “passive adheremts  of ihclr"“anc_’?] Support ""3"' the curren

of passive resistance which en- status quo,” This third elass, (i rights struggle in the Sauth

abled Indha to win independence would adjust te 8 new wider jppAn additional  appesl by Rev

ltrom England, as a successful ex- their fears weie not aroused by James Lowery, Vice-President ol
::;nule r& nun-frmlmce and *re-'polifical leaders, he added the Southern Christian ]'*'-‘ad"':“"”li“
demptive love™ King stressed the need fur leader-jConference was made alfer King's

King called for sirong executive ship and support from both North 1\[109(‘11. Approximately %4500 war
mitiative agawmst the existing rem-, ern whites and Negroes. We don't collecied.
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A Laudable Moderate

A quiet, mild-mannered man visited
Cornell on Friday. He was, however, a
man with a mission; to raise funds to
continue the struggle for equal rights
for Negroes, The Rev., Martin Luther
King spoke to, and established pheno-
menal rapport with, an overflow audi-
ence at Bailey Hall. e told of the
emotional torment that Negroes are
going through, and of the need for
financizl and moral support from
northern students,

The audience responded with a
standing ovation, and with financial
support too. Those who heard and
gspoke with Dr, King were veryv im-
pressed by the depth and sincerity of
this man. Mere was a man who, al-
though he had been threatened, tor-
meniced, bombed, insulted, and spat
upon, did not ask us to hate the bigots
who hold back his people's progress,
but rather, implored us 1o have pity
for racists — for they too are God's
children,

In his talk Dr. King traced the pro-
gress of his race economically, socially
and politically, since the Civil War. It
was, indeed, an impressive chronicle of
victories, e cantioned, however, that
this progress was only the beginning
and that the Negro race is continuing
to struryle and seek frecdom from the
s (hservience of ares.

The movement for Negro equality is
¢1¢ of the most important of our gener-

ation, The denial of full cilizenship to
Negroes cannot be morally justified,
nor can it be tolerated, In a world
where we must deal with dark-skinned
peoples we cannot afford the luxury of
keeping Negroes in political, economic,
and social bondage, Yet, we must not
descygregate because of world opinion,
but because it is right.

Under Rev, King's guidance Negroes
in the South have moved forward, They
can ride buses on an equal basis with
whites, eat at open lunch counters, and
in some really liberal areas, drink from
the same fountain as the white man,
Progress, however, has been painful
and slow. Some Negroes have tired of
Dr. King's peaceful tactics, and have
sought violent methods to hasten their
entry into an equal society. Fortunately
the number of Negroes who have joined
these more radical movements is small,
and they are, in Dr, King’s words, “con-
demned by the great mass of the Negro
pegpleln

We must however realize that unless
more progress is made, the number of
people joining these vielent cults will
increase, Thix must be prevented, The
leadership offered by Dr. King is wise
and moderate, It is moderale in the
sense that it seeks to move ahead
thoughtfully and calmly without any
bloodshed. A failure to recognize and
support the aims and methods of Mar-
tin Luther King mav mean unending
racial strife in America.
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