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Russians Put
Man in Space;
Returns Alive

Moscow M—A Soviet astronaut’s orbit around the
earth five miles a second sent humanity across fhe fron-
tier of space Wednesday and left the Soviet Union chal-
lenging the Wesi to try {e catch up.

The pionecr astronaut, Maj. Yuri Aleksevevich Gagar-
in, 27, plumbed the cosmos for an hour and a half, send-
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ing back messages of reassuraneg
as he passed nte the realm of
weightlossness,

His feaf taxed the Soviet TUn-
wn’s supply of superlatnes and
won the plaudits of scientists ev-
erywhere — including experts n
the Umted Slates,

And Weoednesday might  50viet
Premier Khrushchev, who had
promised a few weeks ago that
the first human flight info space
was soon ko be realized. declared.
“Lel the camialist couniiies ¥
to cateh up.”

The Tass hews apency sqad
Khroshehey  talked with Gaguin
oo the phone, and told him “"You
have made yoursell ymmorial

And Khrushzhey replied “'Thal's
right Let the capitalist counires
iry to catch up wilh our country,
whicli has blased the {rail nto
space and whieh has launched the
world s first cosmonaut.”

Soviet announcerneni~ promi-od
1o place the achieyement at man-
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kind's disposal But the tyne 1ncs-
cated that the feal—with s onor-
mously wnportant mihfaty over-
tones —would echo 1o the pchtical
cold war m a loughencd Soviel
ativtude toward world problems.
By Soviet account the {flight oc-
|currecl betwecn 907 am and
0 3 am. Wednesday.
v Gagarin—already fondly dubbed
“CGiaga” by a feverishly exdited
Sovie! public —was In the amwr for
one bour and 48 mintles Iie was
i guter space one hour and 38
minytes, the time 1 look s five-
ton space ship o wlip around ihe
earih That was at a speed of
about 17,000 nules an hour. or -ix
times as fast as man ever flow
helore,

Man's fastesl previous speed
ywas 2,905 miles an hour achiescd
by the US X-15 rocket planc

President Kennedy called 1he
feat “‘an outsianding techmcal ac.
complishment.” Washington heard
eapressions of regret  that the
IUniled States once agamn lagged
behind, but space admimsiration
“officials  unhesifalingly  pravsed
Soviet scientists,

The Sovlef government  and
- Communist party, in a staficment
cpromsed o “place our achieves
“ments and diseoveries nol sl the
service of war bhut al the seivce
of peace and the secuntly of peo-
-plestt

But then i added "Let us put
an end to fthe armes race' Iel us
acenmplisk  vnversal and  com-

plele  disarmament under  stnct
' Conbinmned an Paore R
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infernational control, This witt
constilute a decisive contmbulion
to the sacred cause of safeguard-
1ing peace."” ]

Since these are the main points
of Premier Khrushiches's political
propaganda offensive, such talk
scemed o reflect a Soviet inten-
tion to make the greatest diple-
matit use possible of the space
{eat, I

Moscow diplomats expressed he-
lief the Russians named  the
spaceshtp Vostok — or East —
both to please Asians and to
counter the political and cultural
prestipe assoclated with the West

Swarthy young Gagarmn, hus-
band eof a medical stedent and
father of two girls, rocketed to
world fame the moment Moscow
announced the news, Khrushohiey,
told him his venture “‘will be re-
membered as an example of eour-
age, PpEallantry and beroism in
service to mankind.



