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lvy Inferiority

—

“It just isn't Ivy."

You have heard it before. The camptis jargon
is peppered with such expressions, joking ad-
monishments intended to set the indecorous de-
inguent back on the righteous paths of conduct
necessary and proper to every student that treads
the Quad. Aod those sdmonishments are indwea-
tive of the atmosphere that permeates the Quad,
that hangs over it like a cloud of reproeachful
prepriety., For Cornell students have an Ivy
League inferiority complex.

This mental coodition seems fo stem from an
apprehension that our position in the Ivy League
is tenuous. The very exasience of a “league” is
itsell dublous outswle of athleiics aml scme de-
gree ol adminpisirative policy coordination. But
Cornell is a member of this shadow league by
commoen acknowledgement, indeed, just as the
league exists by common acknowledgement. If
we depend, for our position, on such common
agreement, then we depend on an evaluation of
vurselves through the eyes of others, of outsiders.
And, therefore, we have become sell-conscious of
our Ivy League image,

It ig subile, but it is there, Perhaps it exists
only as & compulsive undertow that gently tugs
us nto a mood of “Ivyness " Nevertheless, we
[eel the nmeed to solidify our position, and per-
baps we over-exert ourselves (o prove smeh right
because of insecunty Subconsciously, but mani.
festiy, we feel that we must look and act Ivy
to be considered worthy of our miche in that
hallowed league,

] L ]

It does met take a social psychologist to see
thus. The athtude 1z almost ubiguitous, the exces-
sive number of remarks about Ivyness atiest to
tins. It can be seen m the emphasis of being
polished, “smooth,” ‘*¢coel,” and *“sharp ' For
these, by consensus, are characteristics of Ivy-
ness,

One of the nastier manifestations is a cer-
tain snobbery., Arts students are generally the
most guilly of this snobbery which, quite unlike
thenj disdanful atiitude towards cngineers. whom
they consider mercenary philistines, is directed
against lbe stale schools and their students, State
support implies compulsory admussions, lowered
admission requirements, and, therefore, an aca-

“ing for the patterned look of the "desirable

By Richard V. Deneu&rrg.___‘

demically poorer element in the University g,
dent body. But the roots of the social-climbing arly
student’s grievance Jieg deeper than Carping abug
admissions standards; you see the wery g,
of the epithct “state-supported” is anathemg
m State support just isn't Ivy.

Arts stodents desperately try (0 preserve ey
school’'s private status to keep it in Line it
the Ivy image. Witness thal when i1 was Tumryy
the state government would undertake SUppay
of the graduale school, signs appeared op cam.
pus not prelesting possible stifling effects of slate
hnancial control but urglng us to “kecp gy |
nell 1 the lvy League” and mot 1o “trade lygy |
for blue jesn.” The Arts studemls were the mey |
adamant opposttion Lo the aluminum sighg -
campus they spoiled the “tradltional" look o the |
Arts Quad We may humorously refer to our.), 1
as the "Cow College of the Ivy League * b |
underneath this good-natured rub may e ™ |
real rub Do not the Arts students feel themsglye
dragged down Lo a second-class membershyp ,
their cherished Ivy League?

L] L L ]

But theie secms to be a more imporiag; ques,
tior than whether or not tis mamfested mméu
for Ivyness 15 Justified or even excisable, Wheller
i s all important or necessary, What sene
there in constantly trying to affirm our Tighl 5
a place 1n this nebulous league? We have 3 ST U
ture, a composition of students, a tradilop,
short, almost & ‘cultural ethos™ that is Pecuiiary
ours. We do not have to force ourselves (g g
mto an Ivy League stereotype 10 avoid buorsy,
ness And we certainly can mamtain our ouwg
spect and prestige with what is wsherently Corgeyl,
We need not repudiate part of ourselves g Ul

What, indced. would be the shattering (upe
gucnces were Amhberst, for instance, to take gy
piace relinquished through deviatiomism® It wogy
not appear to be such an utterly ghasily sily
tion Of course, one could ne longer provly sy
to fricnds and relatives that one was a styde
st an Ivy League school, assuming that ths
the ulumate an prestige name-dropping. But the,
one really must remember that Cornell 15 priman
by an institutivn of higher learning—and not ;
“snow job,"
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