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Aura of Enthusiasm . ..

Kahn Pursues Varied Interests in Economics

By CAROLINE M. SIMON

Traveling to Kenyon Col-
lege and the Universily of
Washington to deliver lec-

tures and then back to
washington, D.C. to testify befare
the Federal Power Commussion is
all m a week's work for Prof Al-
f1cd E. Kahn, chairman of the De-
partment of Economics.

A bespeclacled man, constanily
on the go, Kahn emiis an aura of
enthusiasm when he speaks of any
of his varied interests.

An aythorily in the field of pub-
lie regulation of private enlerprise,
Kahn maintains that “ut is time we
ipok care of our public needs as
well as our private ones.”

The nation has a “‘bias for priv-
ate consumption,” he said recent-
Iy “We may, however, be coming
fo the end of a long boom that has
been going on Since 1940, duriog
which time recessions have been
short-lived and growih rapid.
There was a terrific push after
World War II resulting later in ex-
cess capacity, This is all the more
reason tn satisfy our public wanis
now with this excess capacity.'

The 1atk of the economy's growth
durimg the presidential campaign,
Kahn characterized as “‘very sup-
erficial, a numbers game.”™ ““There
has however, been a progressive
mncrease of unemployment of our
resources,” he sawd Five to six
percent of our work force has been
wdte. and persistent excess capacity
has emerged in steel, ol and
chemicals,”™

“There would not be reason for
concern about our growth rate
were there not still genuine eco-
nomic needs to be satished,” he
added “The guahty of life in the
Umted States still leaves much to
be desired.”

“Most of us who went into eco-
nomics during the Depression did
so because we thought the world
was 1in a bhad state. We had sort
of 1dealistic reasons,”” Kahno ex-
platned.

Kahn received his B A and M A.

PROF. ALFRED E. XAHN

President's Councit of Economac
Advisers.

His most recenl conlacts with
the governmeni have been as a

special envoy to Israel last sum-

mer to help review the U.S  aid
program there {or the Department
of Agriculture and as a wilness
before the ¥PC offering testimony
on regulabng the held price of
natural gas.

Coming to the University in
1947, Kshn berame Chairman of
the FEcoaomics Depariment 1n
1958,

As one of the Universaty's ever
growimg corps of bicycle ridiog
professors, Kahn says of s life
as a teacher, ‘“‘Nobody 1 the
world hves as well as I do ™

The author of several books and
articles on various phases of eco-

nomics, Kaho save, 1 do believe

that 1l 1w anid ha an anrneoasl tassh.

reads.”” Kahn said.

Defending both the student and
teacher agamst the heavy Univer-
sity course load. Kahn believes
that students will have a four.
course progrtam  soon, “‘leaving
more time for independent work **

As for teaching, Kahn main-
tains that the Umversity's work
load is among the highest of com-
parable institutions tn the coun-
try. “While eight hours a week
mught not soutid hike much to a
bricklayer, 1t means a lot of time
m preparation and outside work
for a professor,”’ he sawd.

As chairman of one of the arls
college's most popular depart-
ments, Kabn looks forward to 5 re-
vamping 1n teaching of economics

The depariment in the future will
aim for three lewvels of courses
with the primary courses b-:-i:\ﬁi
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dopgrers from New Yark University
and his Ph1). from Yale Univer-
sy, Durmmg World War II he
worhed for the government in the
Anb Trust Thvaion of Lhe Deparl-
moent of Justice, n the Depart-
ment of Commeree and on the War
Prodduction Board,

Kahn has also worked for a priv-
alg (ommission on Falestine sur-
virvs, the Brookings Institute and
the Twenticth Century Fund

Betvween 1955 and 1357 Kahn
was a scnior slaff member on the
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er who did not alsp penodically
put his mind to writing  Such wiit-
mg amposes an aavaluable diseip-
line of c1eative thimking and organ-
rring thoughts You can get away
with lots of talking o students
but o good teacher must continu-
ousiv he facing questiong (o which
he alone must seek the answers,””

On (he other hand, foremg facul-
ty memhbers to “publish or perish®™
may rcsult 1th a “silualion where
many people write too much and
cveryone  wrnies  and  nobody

lectures nstead of entirely in the
former smaller classes taught by
nsiruetors

The department will alse add

next  year a  special  oconomcs
course for wundergraduate engi-
necrs  and other  upperelassmoen

who have hoad calcuwlus,

After <pending the vear 1954 55
as a Folbweght Rescarch Fellow in
italy, Kahn 1g logking forward to
his sabbatical in Ithaca next year
as a tune to ‘‘read, study and
think.™
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