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Physician, Professors Debate

Plan of Health Aid for Aged

“Mcdical Bencfits for the Aged”
was the lopic of dehate on last
night's Ithaca College TV pro-
gram "Controversy.” Prof. Gordon

F. Streib, of the Department of |

Socinlogy and Anthropology and
Prof., Louis S. Reed, of the School
of Business and Poblic Adminis-
tration, supported goveroment- di-
rected ¢ld age medical programs,
opposing ihe views of Dr Stewart
Wallace, president of the Sixth
hsiriet, Medwcal Society of the
State of New York, '

Though all three agreed that
some sort of program is nceded
te {furnish medical care to the 18
milhon Americans over 65, Wal-
lace stated that private phys-
Icians well aware of old age heaith
neceds, are most competent to de-
vise effective medical assistance.

Pointing out that .85, aged are
healthiest and best cared for any-
where, Wallace warned that fed-
eral conirol of health programs
means that an individual maght be
unable te chogse his own doctor,
and that well to do oldsters might

to afford medical fecs. maintained
Streib.

In opposition, Wallace outlined
fa reasonably priced comprehen-
sive voluntary health insurance,
which could solve a problem while
avoiding a wellare state situation,

Professor Roed summed up his
own and Sireb’s wviews by main-
taining that an effective program
is possible gnly under federal d)-
rection. Dy, Wallace concluded that
the planning by competant phys-
icians under free cnterprise would
result 1n continuing mediecal care

—William B. Freedman

receive undeserved money bene-.

fits, taxed from people even less
financially secure than they are.

Wallace noted that a comprehen-
sive program would soon require
far greater funds than origmally
outlined in answer to Streib and
Recd’'s contention that would cost
only one-fourth of one per cent of
a worker's salary.

It is the responsibility of so-
ciety to provide needed medical
care to old pecple who are unable
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